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Why shouldn’t we, so generally addicted to the 
gigantic, at last have some small works of art, 
some short poems, short pieces of music […] 
some intimate, low-voiced, and delicate things 
in our mostly huge and roaring, glaring world?

 — E L I Z A B E T H  B I S H O P
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The Book 
Poems in Maleea Acker’s second collection 
range over continents and countries, asking an 
essential question for our time: How do we 
live in the world? The poems seek always to 
approach that threshold between human and 
natural worlds, attending to what can be seen 
and sensed with a fine ear and eye. We meet 
one another at the threshold, through a “splice 
of intimacy,” displaced, the poet says, finding 
temporary homes and intimacies with one 
another and with all living things.
 From the long inhabited northeast mountains 
of Spain to the wild lakes and forests of upper 
New York State and Oregon, these poems look 
unflinchingly at philosophies we have created 
to relate to the phenomenological world. They 
draw from the work of Maurice Merleau-Ponty, 
from myth, film, geography and art, weaving an 
artful, considered argument for attention that 
abides through poetry.

The Author
Maleea Acker holds an mfa  in Writing from 
the University of Victoria. She has received 
writing fellowships from the Spring Creek 
Project (Oregon State University), Blue 
Mountain Center (New York), Fundación 
Valparaíso, Centre d’art i Natura (Spain), Banff 
Centre (Canada and Mexico) and St. Peter’s 
College (Saskatchewan). She works as a writing 
instructor and is native to Vancouver Island.

Air-Proof Green

poems by Maleea Acker
isbn 1-897141-57-2
978-1-897141-57-1
September | paper | $20 

cover art  Wikimedia Commons, Schwalbe am pool

This is the voice of a pilgrim, the one who bends to 
see, leans to hear...Thammavongsa has distilled her 
meaning from her details so masterfully and with 
such confident wisdom that she seems to be reading 
nature. Through her eyes, we can believe we see the 
true meaning in things. 
  — anne michaels

Other Published Works

Found (Pedlar Press, 2007)

Small Arguments (Pedlar Press, 2003)

The Book 
Souvankham Thammavongsa’s third book of poetry, 
Light, examines the word that gives the collection its 
name. There are poems about a sparkle, about how 
to say light, about a scarecrow, a dung beetle, a fish 
without eyes. Known for her precision and elegance, for 
her small clear voice, for distilling meaning from details, 
for not wasting words, Thammavongsa confirms her 
gifts with these new poems. Light is a work that shines 
with rigour, humour, courage and grit.

The Poet
Souvankham Thammavongsa was born in Nong Khai, 
Thailand, in 1978  and was raised and educated in 
Toronto. She won the 2004  ReLit prize for her first 
poetry book, Small Arguments. She is also the author 
of a second poetry book, Found, which was made into 
a short film and screened at film festivals worldwide, 
including tiff  and Dok Leipzig. Some of her new 
poems were written while she was a resident at Yaddo. 
Poems have appeared in many of Canada’s literary 
journals and magazines, including Canadian  
Literature, Contemporary Verse 2, dandelion, Event,  
The Fiddlehead and The Windsor Review. The poem 
“The Sun in Flannery O’Connor’s The Violent Bear 
It Away” appeared in the anthology Troubling Borders: 
Southeast Asian Women in the Diaspora published by the 
University of Washington Press in the United States. 
The poem “Perfect” was nominated for a National 
Magazine award. Thammavongsa was named one of 

“Best Under 35” writers in Canada in a special issue of 
The Windsor Review. She lives in Stouffville, Ontario.

Light 

poems by Souvankham Thammavongsa
isbn 1-897141-56-4
978-1-897141-56-4
September | paper | $20 

cover art  Catharine Nicholson, The Viable, 2008

Other Published Works

The Reflecting Pool (Pedlar Press, 2009)

Gardens Aflame: Garry Oak Meadows of bc ’s 
South Coast (New Star Books, 2012)
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The Book
In 1904 , in Wichita, Kansas, Mallie gave birth 
to a baby girl, whom she named Juanita (after 
a Spanish novel) and Wildrose (for “the most 
beautiful of the flowers”). So began the long life 
of Juanita Wildrose, who lived, vividly, every 
ounce and minute of her one hundred and two 
years. And who died, inquiring of us in the room, 

“Where’s my mother?” Juanita, in her wonderful 
voice, tells the story of the little family’s moving 
from Wichita to Elk Creek, Texas County, 
Missouri, to an unseen piece of land bereft of a 
promised house, to clear it of rocks and enough 
trees to grow food. Mark, Elizabeth, and Ruth 
are born, Papa orders newspapers and prays too 
long before meals, Mama will see to it that each 
of her children leaves the farm in order to go to 
school, and is inexplicably separated from the 
love of God. Juanita is twelve when she leaves. 
This is also the story of Juanita’s mother and 
of the women who help her after Juanita leaves 
home, and of a young man “with the sweetest 
smile I ever saw.”

Juanita Wildrose is just wonderful—a heap of 
treasure out of a living past.
   — alice munro

Juanita Wildrose:  
My True Story
a fictional memoir by Susan Downe
isbn 1-897141-58-0
978-1-897141-58-8
October  | paper | $22 

cover art Dana Holst, The Socialite, 2013

Other Published Works

Poetry

Letters from a Long Illness with the World,  
the D.H. Lawrence Poems  
(Brick Books, London, Ontario, 1993)

Fire and Brimstone  
(Empyreal Press, Montreal, 1997)

The Salvation of Desire  
(St. Thomas Press, Toronto, 2000)

The Words Wanting Out, Selected & New Poems 
(Nightwood Editions, Roberts Creek, 2003)

The Burning Alphabet  
(Brick Books, London, Ontario, 2005) 
Shortlisted for the Governor General’s Award

Love Outlandish  
(Brick Books, London, Ontario, 2009)

Ivan’s Birches  
(Pedlar Press, Toronto, 2009)

Blue Wherever  
(Signature Editions, 2010)

Dying a Little  
(Wolsak and Wynn, 2011)

Invisible Dogs  
(Brick Books, 2013)

Fiction

Real Places and Imaginary Men  
(Oberon Press, Ottawa, 1984)

Writing Home  
(Oberon Press, Ottawa, 1989)

The Ascension of Jesse Rapture  
(Quarry Press, Kingston, 1993)

The Book
Set in 1966  in a Toronto suburb, The Outside 
World follows Robinson Tedley, a teenager, whose 
mother Florence, an agoraphobic, spends most 
of her time peering at the neighbours from her 
living room window, whose mentally challenged 
sister Lissy wants nothing more than to be 
outside in sunshine and whose father Ed is 
perpetually oblivious to the tensions within his 
home. How can Robbie take care of his mother 
and his roaming sister when he’s got so much 
to contend with in the outside world? Girls, 
love, sex, school. Bullies and friendships and 
growing pains, the force of his own fears and 
anger. Pressing against Robbie’s own difficulties 
are the troubles of a conservative 1950s 
mainstream, poised to resist the emergence of 
a sexual revolution, women’s liberation, the 
civil rights movement and war protests. A dark 
and engaging coming-of-age story that may 
remind readers of Miriam Toews’s A Complicated 
Kindness and Russell Banks’s Rule of the Bone.

The Author
Barry Dempster is an award-winning poet, 
author, editor and mentor. He lives in Holland 
Landing, Ontario.

The Outside World
[working title]

a novel by Barry Dempster
isbn 1-897141-59-9
978-1-897141-59-5
November  | paper | $22  

cover art Michael Zarowsky, Lido Bike No. 31

The Author
Susan Downe lives in London, Ontario. 
She studied English and Philosophy 
as an undergraduate, at age forty she 
studied Gestalt theory and practice, 
and psychoanalysis, and practised in 
these fields for sixteen years. She is the 
daughter of a woman named Juanita 
Wildrose.

Other Published Works

Between This…And This  
(poems, Spanish Onion Press, 1998)

Little Horse  
(poems, Brick Books, 2004)
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Blood Relatives
a novel by Craig Francis Power

isbn 1-897141-35-1
paper | $21 

Revenge Fantasies of the 
PoliticallyDispossessed

a novel by Jacob Wren
isbn 1-897141-36-x | paper | $20 

Active Pass
poems by Jane Munro
isbn 1-897141-38-6

paper | $20 

Anderson
a novel by Michael Boyce

isbn 1-897141-37-8
paper | $21 

Recent Releases 
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award

Winner 
2011  relit
award for 

fiction

Post-Apothecary
poems by Sandra Ridley
isbn 1-897141-45-9

paper | $20 

There Devil, Eat That 
poems by JonArno Lawson

isbn 1-897141-44-0
paper | $20

Straight Razor Days 
poems by Joel Thomas Hynes

isbn 1-897141-42-4
paper | $20

Marrow, Willow
poems by Maureen Hynes

isbn 1-897141-39-4
paper | $20 

Wore Down Trust 
poems by Michael Blouin

isbn 1-897141-40-8
paper | $20 

Intention Implication Wind
fiction by Ken Sparling
isbn 1-897141-41-6

paper | $20
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short fiction by Anne Fleming

isbn 1-897141-46-7
paper | $20

Giant
a debut novel by Aga Maksimowska

isbn 1-897141-47-5
paper | $20 

Left for Right 
poems by Glen Downie
isbn 1-897141-48-3

paper | $20

Hydrologos
poems by Warren Heiti
isbn 1-897141-43-2

paper | $20

Nominated
atlantic
poetry 
prize 

Shortlisted 
relit award 

for 
poetry

Winner  
archibald
lampman 

award 
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reader’s 
choice 
top ten 

Finalist  
ethel wilson

fiction 
prize

Cloudy with a Fire 
in the Basement 

poems by Ronna Bloom
isbn 1-897141-51-3 | paper | $20

The Book of Frog 
a fiction by Jan Zwicky
isbn 1-897141-49-1

paper | $20

Slow Curve Out 
poems by Maureen Scott Harris

isbn 1-897141-50-5
paper | $20

Church of the  
Exquisite Panic: 

the Ophelia Poems  
by Carole Glasser Langille

isbn 1-897141-52-1 | paper | $20

Shortlisted
pat lowther 

memorial 
award

Cottonopolis
a long poem by Rachel Lebowitz

isbn 1-897141-53-x
paper | $20

Whisk 
a collaboration by Yoko’s Dog

isbn 1-897141-54-8
paper | $20

no angel 
prose by Annie McLurg
isbn 1-897141-55-6

paper | $20

Top Bard  
now 

poetry

Shortlisted 
2012 relit

poetry 
award

Shortlisted 
archibald
lampman 

award
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bc book 

prize 

Finalist 
2007 
edna

staebler 
award 

Hannus a poetic biography  
by Rachel Lebowitz
isbn 1-897141-11-4

paper | $23

Let’s Pretend we Never Met
poems by Nathaniel G. Moore

isbn 1-897141-15-7
paper | $20

Families are Formed
Through Copulation

drama by Jacob Wren
isbn 1-897141-12-2

paper | $22

Finalist 
2007 

governor
general’s 

award 

Nerve Language
poems by Brian Henderson

isbn 1-897141-13-0
paper | $20

Finalist  
e.j. pratt

poetry 
award 
2007 

Stormy Weather: Foursomes
poems by Stan Dragland

isbn 1-897141-01-7
cloth | $25

The Book of Skeletons
poems by Rachel Vigier
isbn 1-897141-05-x

paper | $20

Good Meat 
poems by Dani Couture
isbn 1-897141-09-2

paper | $20

Between
stories by Laurie Petrou
isbn 1-897141-10-6

paper | $23

2007 
The Globe & Mail

best 100
books

Drowning Lessons
poems by Maureen Scott Harris  

isbn 0-9732140-8-2
paper |  $21

The Man in the  
Moon-Fixer’s Mask

a children’s book by JonArno Lawson 
illustrated by Sherwin Tjia

isbn 0-9732140-9-0
cloth | $25

Black Stars in a White 
Night Sky

a children’s book by JonArno Lawson
llustrated by Sherwin Tjia

isbn 1-897141-07-6
cloth | $22

Small Arguments
poems by Souvankham Thammavongsa

isbn 0-9732140-5-8
paper | $17.95

Winner 
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awa r d

Finalist 
the lion 
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The Drowned Lands
a novel by Stan Dragland

isbn 1-897141-19-x
paper | $22 

Skin Room 
a novel by Sara Tilley
isbn 1-897141-20-3

paper | $22 

Nominated 
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for 
fiction

Nominated 
nl arts
council 

winterset
award 
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atlantic
fiction 
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Personal History
a suite of personal essays  

by Roo Borson
isbn 1-897141-21-1

paper | $20 

Watermarks
poems by Joanne Page
isbn 1-897141-23-8

paper | $20 

Nominated 
 t r i l l i u m 

awa r d
2 0 0 8

The Bewilderments  
of Bernard Willis

a novel by Aaron Peck
isbn 1-897141-22-x | paper | $20

Salt Physic
poems by Jacqueline Larson

isbn 1-897141-24-6
paper | $20 

Nominated 
relit award 

for 
fiction

Nominated 
relit award 

for 
poetry

The Reflecting P0ol
poems by Maleea Acker
isbn 1-897141-29-7

paper | $20

Last Taxi to Nutmeg Mews
a memoir by Sarah Murphy

isbn 1-897141-28-9
paper | $22

Found  poems by 
Souvankham Thammavongsa

isbn 1-897141-14-9
paper | $20

I’m not going to  lie to you
poems by Mike Blouin
isbn 1-897141-17-3

paper | $20

As Good As Dead  
a novel by Stan Rogal
isbn 1-897141-16-5

paper | $20

Side Effect
graphic work by Lorenz Peter

isbn 1-897141-18-1
paper | $20

AS
GOOD 

AS 
DEAD

(a cautionary tale)

Stan Rogal

Adapted  
to film by 

paramita 
nath Nominated 

relit award 
for 

poetry
Finalist  

lampman-
scott 
award 
2008 

Nominated 
relit award 

for 
poetry

Nominated 
relit award 

for 
fiction

The Others Raisd in Me
plunderverse by Gregory Betts

isbn 1-897141-30-0
paper | $20  

The Plight House
a novel by Jason Hrivnak

isbn 1-897141-31-9
paper | $20  

Ivan’s Birches
poems by Barry Dempster

isbn 1-897141-27-0
paper | $20  

Sweet
poems by Dani Couture

isbn 1-897141-34-3
paper | $20 

Nominated 
relit award 

for 
poetry

Nominated 
relit award 

for 
fiction

Nominated 
relit award 

for 
poetry

Nominated   
trillium

award for
poetry  

Winner 
2011  relit 
award for 

poetry

The Little Seamstress
poems by Phil Hall

isbn 1-897141-32-7
paper | $20  

Book
a novel by Ken Sparling

isbn 1-897141-33-5
paper | $21 

Permiso
poems by Ronna Bloom
isbn 1-897141-26-2

paper | $20 

The Incident Report
a novel by Martha Baillie

isbn 1-897141-25-4
paper | $21  

Nominated 
pat lowther 

memorial 
award

Nominated 
relit award 

for 
fiction

2009 
The Globe & Mail

best 100
books

Longlist  
giller
prize 
2009 

Nominated 
2011  relit
award for 

fiction

Nominated   
2011

trillium
award 
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Sex Libris
poems by Antonella Brion

isbn 0-9681884-0-0
paper | $19.95

The Only-Good Heart
a novel by Beth Goobie
isbn 0-9681884-1-9

paper | $21.95

Fishing Up the Moon
a novel by Anne Hines
isbn 0-9681884-3-5

paper | $19.95

Lilac in Leather
a novel by Sarah Murphy

isbn 0-9681884-2-7
paper | $24

JourneyMind
a novel by Brad Thomas Batten

isbn 0-9686522-4-7
paper | $22.95

Personal Effects
poems by Ronna Bloom
isbn 0-9686522-0-4

paper | $18.95

Wild Mouse
short prose & a suite of poems 
by Derek McCormack and 

Chris Chambers
isbn 0-9681884-4-3

paper | $15.50

The Girls Who Dream Me
poems by Beth Goobie
isbn 0-9681884-6-x

paper | $18.95

Rocket Science
a novel by Julia Gaunce
isbn 0-9686522-1-2

paper | $21.95

Animal Life in Bucharest
poems by John Degen
isbn 0-9681884-8-6

paper | $14.95

Mouthing the Words
a novel by Camilla Gibb

isbn 0-9681884-5-1
paper | $21.95

Lake Where No One Swims
poems by Chris Chambers

isbn 0-9681884-7-8
paper | $18.50

Killing Things
poems by John Degen
isbn 0-9686522-8-x

paper | $19.95

Cheez 100
an artbook by Fiona Smyth

isbn 0-9686522-2-0
paper | $25

Monkey
a novel by Michael Boyce

isbn 0-9732140-7-4
paper | $22

Persuasion for a  
Mathematician
poems by Joanne Page
isbn 0-9732140-3-1

paper | $21

Circadia
poems by Alison Watt
isbn 1-897141-02-5

paper | $20

Charisma
a novel by  

Margaret Christakos
isbn 0-9681884-9-4

paper | $20.95

Lesbian National Parks  
and Services

Field Guide to North America
by Rangers Dempsey and Millan

isbn 0-9686522-6-3  
paper | $28

[untitled]
a novel by Ken Sparling
isbn 0-9732140-1-5

cloth | $22.95

The Fifth Girl
poems by May Chan

isbn 0-9686522-5-5
paper | $19.95

Chaos Mission
a graphic novel by Lorenz Peter

isbn 0-9732140-0-7
paper | $25

On Every Stone
poems by Rachel Vigier
isbn 0-9686522-9-8

paper | $19.95

Pale Red Footprints
poems by K.I. Press

isbn 0-9686522-3-9
paper | $18.95

Simple Master
poems by Alice Burdick
isbn 0-9686522-7-1

paper | $19.95

The Forgotten Voices  
of Jane Dark

short fiction and essays by Sarah Murphy
isbn 0-9732140-4-x

paper | $22

Nominated 
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Winner 
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awa r d
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awa r d

Nominated 
 t o r o n t o
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awa r d

Under the Poet Tree
a Centauri Anthology

edited by Beth Follett, with Laura 
Farina & Glenn Clifton
isbn 0-9732140-6-6

paper | $18.70

For Those whom God has 
Blessed with Fingers

a novel by Ken Sparling
isbn 1-897141-03-3

paper | $22

Doug Wright
Award 2006 

best 
emerging

talent 

Nominated 
pat lowther 

memorial 
award

Public Works
poems by Ronna Bloom
isbn 0-9732140-2-3

paper | $19.95

This Woman Alphabetical
poems by Laura Farina
isbn 1-897141-04-1

paper | $20

Dark Adpatation
a graphic novel by Lorenz Peter

isbn 1-897141-06-8
paper | $22

Dried Tangerine Skin
poems by May Chan
isbn 1-897141-08-4

paper | $20

Nominated 
relit award 

for 
fiction

Nominated 
relit award 

for 
poetry

Winner 
archibald 
lampman 

award

Nominated 
relit award 

for 
fiction
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Why “Pedlar Press”?

How did you come to name the press Pedlar? Many have 
asked me. In 1996, searching for a name, I uncovered the 
little-known fact of Walt Whitman selling his Leaves of 
Grass door-to-door across America. A pedlar of poetry & of 
beauty & of a great love for the human & natural worlds: 
I believed, in 1996, that the image of a queer poet (who 
had suffered already more than his share of detractors), on 
the road in the dark with only a pronounced trust in the 
worthiness of his project, was an image that would sustain 
me across the vicissitudes, the blind alleys & cries in the 
night. And it has, a thousand times over.

Pedlar Press is dedicated to the memory of Walt Whitman’s 
agency & dignity & faith. 
(Walt Whitman, May 31 , 1819  – March 26 , 1892)  

the publisher wishes to acknowledge the ongoing and 
necessary financial support gratefully received from the Canada 
Council for the Arts and the Ontario Arts Council.

Beth Follett  Publisher 
1 13  bond st,  st.  john’s  nl a1c 1t6  709.738 .6702  feralgrl@interlog.com   www.pedlarpress.com

Small, Gutsy (& Gorgeously designed by Zab Design & Typography)



There is no special trick about writing or painting 
either. I wrote constantly for fifteen years before 
I produced anything with any solidity to it. The 
thing of course is to make yourself alive. Most 
people remain all of their lives in a stupour. The 
point of being an artist is that you may live. You 
won’t arrive. It is an endless search. 

— sherwood anderson in a letter to his son


